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Making a difference
Story of the month...
Chris’s story…
I was born and
raised in Port
Glasgow and am
35 years old. I am
the eldest of
three. My mother
went above and
beyond to provide for us; she
worked hard and
my sisters and I wanted for
nothing.
I loved growing up in Port Glasgow. I looked to my grandfathers as my father figure and I
idolised them. At the age of thirteen, I found one of them
dead – it had a deep impact on me; I became very angry at
everything and everyone, especially the ones I loved. This is
when my life began to spiral out of control. I started getting
kicked out of school, constantly getting arrested, bringing
the police and trouble to my mother’s door.
I started to experiment with drugs: hash, eccies, jellies and
by the age of seventeen I tried heroin – it had me bound in
chains for many years. I expected I would be another drug
addict that would die on the streets of Port Glasgow. I started selling drugs to fund my habit. Going in and out of prison
went on for years and this was the only time I managed to
stay clean. But as soon as I got out I went straight back into
it.
Whilst I was staying in Robert Street, Port Glasgow, the Teen
Challenge outreach bus use to park there – they’d give out
buns and tea and coffee. One day I decided to go on, to get
something to eat – a guy called Laurence Deary came to talk
to me. He and Roy Lees said something very simple but very
profound: they said, “Your life doesn’t have to be this way.”
Something struck me when they said this and I actually believed it. For the first time in years I believed that I could
change! From then on I tried to get help and I believe that
was the night that the seed was planted in my heart and ….

…… God began to work.
I went to a Christian rehab centre in South Wales called
Victory Outreach but I made more poor choices which led
to more years of addiction and prison.
In 2012 I started at The Haven but still had a lot of anger.
My time there was special as I really got to know the God
who loved me. God was doing a work in my life but I
struggled to surrender all things. I left The Haven early as I
met a girl but that relationship only lasted a couple of
months.
I decided to move to Dublin where I met my current partner with whom I have two children. But again things went
wrong and I returned to Scotland in December 2019
thinking I had lost everything that I held dear. I relapsed
on to heroin but managed to get back into The Haven in
July 2020. I am now restoring things with my family and
have recently entered the ‘move-on’ stage of the programme.
I am looking forward to the future and want to be a proper father, partner, son, stepfather and a decent member
of my community. God hasn’t finished with me yet.
Praise God. Romans 8 v 28

Wedding bells

One of our Support
Workers, Anthony
married Linda on
Saturday 20th
February.
Congratulations to
them both!

art classes

Iain

Our residents enjoyed
an art class in March. A
couple of their watercolours are below. Two
of our staff members
teach the residents;
usually one class each
month. From these
paintings we hope to
produce a calendar for
2022.

Moving-on update

Chris

Barry

Three of our former residents moved
on from here in January, to take up
placements at the Teen Challenge Academy. All three of them came to spend a
few days with us just after
Easter—it was great to see
them and know they are doing well.
Two of our residents Chris
and Billy joined our Scholarship Initiative at the end of
Garry
March, having completed
the main part of our programme. We wish them God’s blessings
as they move on!

Chris

Billy

New manager
Our manager Mary is retiring at the end of April, after 16 years of service with us. She initially came
on a temporary basis but just kept going until now when she feels ready to move on. We are all
very grateful for her and for her time here and wish her well in her retirement.
Our Board have appointed a new Manager as from the beginning of May. We are delighted to hear
it will be Gary Lister who has been our Field Director for the last 5 years. A little more about Gary:
Gary is married to Lesley and has four grown up children (two girls and twin boys) and a
granddaughter. He has experience of both the church and corporate worlds. He has served on
The Haven management team with distinction, sometimes deputising the manager’s role. The
Board are impressed with Gary’s passion and vision for our work.

The Board is sure that staff, residents, partners and stakeholders will join in welcoming Gary into
this vital role as we look forward to continuing The Haven's success well into the future.
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Social media

“... my peace I give you.”

Ross updating our Social Media
One of our residents, Ross has taken on
board the task of coordinating our Social Media. We are sure he’ll enjoy the
role and that The Haven will benefit
from his skills.

Thank you
for your support!
Amazon Smile

AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the
same products, prices and shopping features as Amazon.co.uk; the difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the net purchase
price to the charity of your choice-please choose us.

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/SC034641

Newsletter by email
sign up
for our newsletters.
You can do this on our website:

www.thehavenkilmacolm.com

Legacy giving
By remembering The Haven in your will you can help to
ensure that future lives can be changed!

The Haven Kilmacolm, Horsecraigs, Kilmacolm,
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